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Ace of Spades by Faridah Abiké-Tyimidé

An incendiary and utterly compelling thriller with a shocking twist that delves
deep into the heart of institutionalized racism, from an exceptional new YA
voice. Welcome to Niveus Private Academy, where money paves the hallways,
and the students are never less than perfect. Because anonymous texter, Aces, is
bringing two students' dark secrets to light. Talented musician Devon buries
himself in rehearsals, but he can't escape the spotlight when his private photos
go public. Head girl Chiamaka isn't afraid to get what she wants, but soon
everyone will know the price she has paid for power. Someone is out to get them
both. Someone who holds all the aces. And they're planning much more...

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha

Throughout history and across the globe, one characteristic connects the daring
women of Brazen: their indomitable spirit. Against overwhelming adversity, these
remarkable women raised their voices and changed history.

From Nellie Bly to Mae Jemison or Josephine Baker to Naziq al-Abid, the stories
in this comic biography are sure to inspire the next generation of rebel ladies.

Cemetery Boys by Aiden Thomas

Yadriel has summoned a ghost, and now he can’t get rid of him. When his
traditional Latinx family has problems accepting his gender, Yadriel becomes
determined to prove himself a real brujo. With the help of his cousin and best
friend Maritza, he performs the ritual himself, and then sets out to find the
ghost of his murdered cousin and set it free.

However, the ghost he summons is actually Julian Diaz, the school’s resident
bad boy, and Julian is not about to go quietly into death. He’s determined to
find out what happened and tie up some loose ends before he leaves. Left with
no choice, Yadriel agrees to help Julian, so that they can both get what they
want. But the longer Yadriel spends with Julian, the less he wants to let him
leave.

How It All Blew Up by Arvin Ahmadi

Eighteen-year-old Amir Azadi always knew coming out to his Muslim family
would be messy--he just didn't think it would end in an airport interrogation
room. But when faced with a failed relationship, bullies, and blackmail, running
away to Rome is his only option. Right? Soon, late nights with new friends and
dates in the Sistine Chapel start to feel like second nature... until his old life
comes knocking on his door. Now, Amir has to tell the whole truth and nothing
but the truth to a US Customs officer, or risk losing his hard-won freedom. At
turns uplifting and devastating, How It All Blew Up is Arvin Ahmadi's most
powerful novel yet, a celebration of how life's most painful moments can live
alongside the riotous, life-changing joys of discovering who you are.

Love from A to Z by S.K. Ali

A marvel: something you find amazing. Even ordinary-amazing.

An oddity: whatever gives you pause. Like the fact that there are hateful people
in the world. Intent on keeping the memory of his mom alive for his little sister.
Adam’s also intent on keeping his diagnosis a secret from his grieving father.
Alone, Adam and Zayneb are playing roles for others, keeping their real thoughts
locked away in their journals. Until a marvel and an oddity occurs...

LAMAR GILES

Firekeeper's Daughter By Angeline Boulley

Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, both in her hometown
and on the nearby Ojibwe reservation. She dreams of a fresh start at college, but
when family tragedy strikes, Daunis puts her future on hold to look after her
fragile mother. The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the charming recruit on
her brother Levi’s hockey team. Yet even as Daunis falls for Jamie, she senses
the hockey star is hiding something. Everything comes to light when Daunis
witnesses a shocking murder, thrusting her into an FBI investigation of a lethal
new drug. Daunis agrees to go undercover, drawing on her knowledge of
chemistry and Ojibwe traditional medicine to track down the source. But the
search for truth is more complicated than imagined, exposing secrets and old
scars.

‘We Are Not Free by Traci Chee

The collective account of a tight-knit group of young Nisei, second-generation
Japanese American citizens, whose lives are irrevocably changed by the mass
U.S. incarcerations of World War II. Fourteen teens who have grown up
together in Japantown, San Francisco. Fourteen teens who form a community
and a family, as interconnected as they are conflicted. Fourteen teens whose
lives are turned upside down when over 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry
are removed from their homes and forced into desolate incarceration camps. In
a world that seems determined to hate them, these young Nisei must rally
together as racism and injustice threaten to pull them apart.

Legendborn by Tracy Deonn

After her mother dies in an accident, sixteen-year-old Bree Matthews wants
nothing to do with her family memories or childhood home. A residential
program for bright high schoolers at UNC—Chapel Hill seems like the perfect
escape—until Bree witnesses a magical attack her very first night on campus. A
flying demon feeding on human energies.

A secret society of so called “Legendborn” students that hunt the creatures
down. And a mysterious teenage mage who calls himself a “Merlin” and who
attempts to wipe Bree’s memory of everything she saw. The mage’s failure
unlocks Bree’s own unique magic and a buried memory of the night her mother
died. Now that Bree knows there’s more to her mother’s death than what’s on
the police report, she’ll do whatever it takes to find out the truth, even if that
means infiltrating the Legendborn as one of their initiates.

Not So Pure and Simple By Lamar Giles

Del has had a crush on Kiera Westing since kindergarten. And now, during their
junior year, she’s finally available. So when Kiera volunteers for an opportunity
at their church, Del’s right behind her. Though he quickly realizes he’s
inadvertently signed up for a Purity Pledge. His dad thinks his wires are
crossed, and his best friend, Qwan, doesn’t believe any girl is worth the long
game. But Del’s not about to lose his dream girl, and that’s where fellow pledger
Jameer comes in. He can put in the good word. In exchange, Del just has to get
answers to the Pledgers’ questions...about sex ed. With other boys circling Kiera
like sharks, Del needs to make his move fast. But as he plots and plans, he
neglects to ask the most important question: What does Kiera want?
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Grown By Tiffany D. Jackson

When legendary R&B artist Korey Fields spots Enchanted Jones at an audition, her
dreams of being a famous singer take flight. Until Enchanted wakes up with blood
on her hands and zero memory of the previous night. Who killed Korey Fields?
Before there was a dead body, Enchanted’s dreams had turned into a nightmare.
Because behind Korey’s charm and star power was a controlling dark side. Now he’s
dead, the police are at the door, and all signs point to Enchanted.
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Tokyo Ever After by Emiko Jean

Izumi Tanaka has never really felt like she fit in—it isn’t easy being Japanese
American in her small, mostly white, northern California town. When Izumi
discovers a clue to her previously unknown father’s identity...and he’s none
other than the Crown Prince of Japan. Which means outspoken, irreverent Izzy
is literally a princess. Izumi travels to Japan to meet the father she never knew
and discover the country she always dreamed of. But being a princess isn’t all
ball gowns and tiaras. Izumi soon finds herself caught between worlds, and
between versions of herself—back home, she was never “American” enough,
and in Japan, she must prove she’s “Japanese” enough. Will Izumi crumble
under the weight of the crown, or will she live out her fairy tale, happily ever
after?

You Should See Me in a Crown by Leah Johnson

Liz Lighty has always believed she's too black, too poor, too awkward to shine
in her small, rich, prom-obsessed midwestern town. But it's okay -- Liz has a
plan that will get her out of Campbell, Indiana, forever: attend the uber-elite
Pennington College, play in their world-famous orchestra, and become a
doctor. But when the financial aid she was counting on unexpectedly falls
through, Liz's plans come crashing down . . . until she's reminded of her
school's scholarship for prom king and queen. There's nothing Liz wants to do
less than endure a gauntlet of social media trolls, catty competitors, and
humiliating public events, but despite her devastating fear of the spotlight she's
willing to do whatever it takes to get to Pennington. Will falling for the
competition keep Liz from her dreams . . . or make them come true?

Elatsoe by Darcie Little Badger, Rovina Cai (Illustrator)

Elatsoe—Ellie for short—lives in an alternate contemporary America shaped by
the ancestral magics and knowledge of its Indigenous and immigrant groups.
She can raise the spirits of dead animals—most importantly, her ghost dog
Kirby. When her beloved cousin dies, all signs point to a car crash, but his ghost
tells her otherwise: He was murdered.

. Who killed him and how did he die? With the help of her family, her best friend
, Jay, and the memory great, great, great, great, great, great grandmother,

Elatsoe, must track down the killer and unravel the mystery of this creepy town
and it's dark past. But will the nefarious townsfolk and a mysterious Doctor stop
her before she gets started?

Last Night at the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo

Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can't remember exactly when the feeling took root—
that desire to look, to move closer, to touch. Whenever it started growing, it
definitely bloomed the moment she and Kathleen Miller walked under the
flashing neon sign of a lesbian bar called the Telegraph Club. Suddenly
everything seemed possible. But America in 1954 is not a safe place for two girls
to fall in love, especially not in Chinatown. Red-Scare paranoia threatens
everyone, including Chinese Americans like Lily. With deportation looming over
her father—despite his hard-won citizenship—Lily and Kath risk everything to
let their love see the light of day.
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Furia by Yamile Saied Méndez

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hassan lives a double life. At home, she is a
careful daughter, living within her mother’s narrow expectations, in her rising-
soccer-star brother’s shadow, and under the abusive rule of her short-tempered
father. On the field, she is La Furia, a powerhouse of skill and talent. When her
team qualifies for the South American tournament, Camila gets the chance to
see just how far those talents can take her. In her wildest dreams, she’d get an
athletic scholarship to a North American university. Her parents don’t know
about her passion. They wouldn’t allow a girl to play fatbol. And the boy she
once loved is back in town. Camila doesn’t have time to be distracted by her
feelings for him. Furia is the story of a girl’s journey to make her life her own.

The Loop by Ben Oliver

It's Luka Kane's sixteenth birthday and he's been inside The Loop for over two
years. Every inmate is serving a death sentence with the option to push back
their execution date by six months if they opt into "Delays", scientific and
medical experiments for the benefit of the elite in the outside world. But rumors
of a war on the outside are spreading amongst the inmates, and before they
know it, their tortuous routine becomes disrupted. The government issued rain
stops falling. Strange things are happening to the guards. And it's not long until
the inmates are left alone inside the prison. Were the chains that shackled Luka
to his cell the only instruments left to keep him safe?

Game Changer by Neal Shusterman

All it takes is one hit on the football field, and suddenly Ash’s life doesn’t look
quite the way he remembers it. Impossible though it seems, he’s been hit into
another dimension—and keeps on bouncing through worlds that are almost-but-
not-really his own. The changes start small, but they quickly spiral out of control
as Ash slides into universes where he has everything he’s ever wanted, universes
where society is stuck in the past...universes where he finds himself looking at
life through entirely different eyes. And if he isn’t careful, the world he’s
learning to see more clearly could blink out of existence...

Today Tonight Tomorrow by Rachel Lynn Solomon

Today, she hates him. It’s the last day of senior year. Rowan Roth and Neil
McNair have been bitter rivals for all of high school, clashing on test scores,
student council elections, and even gym class pull-up contests.

Tonight, she puts up with him. When Neil is named valedictorian, Rowan has
only one chance at victory: Howl, a senior class game that takes them all over
Seattle. But after learning a group of seniors is out to get them, she and Neil
reluctantly decide to team up until they’re the last players left—and then they’ll
destroy each other. As Rowan spends more time with Neil, she realizes this boy
she claims to despise might actually be the boy of her dreams.
Tomorrow...maybe she’s already fallen for him.

Check, Please! by Ngozi Ukazu

Eric Bittle may be a former junior figure skating champion, vlogger
extraordinaire, and very talented amateur patissier, but being a freshman on the
Samwell University hockey team is a whole new challenge. It is nothing like co-ed
club hockey back in Georgia! First of all? There’s checking. And then, there

is Jack—his very attractive but moody captain. A collection of the first half,
freshmen and sophomore year, of the megapopular webcomic series of the same
name, Check, Please!:
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